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FROM THE PULPIT

Put focus on personal,
spiritual growth in 2005

By Brad Bryant
EOR THE PANTAGRAPH

Who you areright now is
merely a shadow of who God
designed you to become,

God created you infentional-
ly; and he proclaimed you
“good” (Genesis 1:31). That
event started your spiritual
journey. As we're born into this
physical world, we continue

that journey, and begin to be in-

fluenced by both “zood” and
“avil.” We choose which side to
follow.

Every decision we make
comes with consequences —
good and bad, for our life, and
those around us. These conse-
quences often result in bless-
ings or setbacks. Some deci-- ©
sions have little consequence; -
others have life-long impact.
Most are somewhere in be-
tween.

We just celebrated Christmas

—remembering the birth of Je-
sus, and the 33-year life he led,
purposefully choosing to live a
sin-free life — setting an exam-
ple of how God wants us to live.
Today, we look forward into the
unknowns of 2005.

From our perch here on Jan.
1, what will 2005 bring into
vour life? Certainly it will be a
vear of new choices and deci-
sions. It will be a year different
from any other in your life, Al-
ready, several hours of the new
2005 are in the past as vou read
this article. How have you
spent them?

One of the most significant
gifts from God is our
*agency”... the freedom to
make our own choices through-
out life, and be responsible for

- proved, and often that improve-

~. tion work (Luke 3), inviting peo-
- pleto repent (be sorry, undo.
- f,damaze an(l-“work to avmd re:.

tized for forgiveness of

the results.

As you consider 2005, think
about past choices vou have
made. Decide foday which ones
may need to be changed. ITdon't
promote New Year's resolu-
tions, forgotten a week later, but
the new year does remind us
that we can make new decisions
and improve the direction of
our life — any time of the year.
Everyone’s life can be im-

good foundation for us, and for
Jesus’ teaching about the two
most important command
ments:

B Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all
our soul and with all vour

. mind.” (Matthew 22:37-38)

b “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” (Matthew 22:39)

Can you apply any of these
guidelines? Here are a few
thoughts that might help you
grow into the person that God
designed you to be in 2005:

b Are there things in your life
that need eliminating? Habits?
Debt? Bad decisions?

b Can you increase your ser-
vice for good, bring happiness
to lives around you, and im-

~ prove your understanding of
God's ways?

~ b Do you have “broken rela-

tlonshlps” mth otherq that

ment is only waiting for us to
makesome different decisions.
Inn the Bible, John the Bap-
tist’s purpose was to prepare
people for Jesus' coming min-
istry. John began that prepara-

John said to them “nc. ,xcus
es!” (Luke 3:8b) Accountability
is not about what church you
belong to, or what family you life —let him lead!
come from, or how much you Jesus invites you into rela-
know! 4 tionship with him. The purpose

Once the crowd realized that  of Christ-centered churches is
their history could not save to give you other believers in
them, they asked John, “What  your life, who help you make
shall we do?” (Luke 3:10) better decisions and encourage

In Luke 3:11-14, John replied  you along the path toward him.
to several people, giving them If you have a church faml}y, al-
(and us) ideas about how we can 10w them to support your jour-
choose to make better deci- ney. If you've been trying to go
sions: it alone, seek out and find a

b Share the bléssings you church family, centered in Je-
have with others, sus Christ, who can provide the

» Do not take other people’s ~ loving, healing support you
property for yourself. need to help you make deci-

» Be honest and truthful with ~sions in your life,
everyone,

b Be satisfied with your pay

Though we only have part of
John’s message in Luke, it'sa

"9 God has a plan to biess your
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