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" uman life... We're born
as a baby, We grow,

‘ -learn, give and die, a cy-
cle that began with Adam and
wﬂl continue until “the end of
the age.”

“ But human life is not merely
physmal .Youarea splrltual
person, created by God in His
image, and designed to live
with Hmeternaﬂy You have
an important role in His plan.
According to God’s timing,
your pre-created spirit was
joined with a physical body
through the miracle of birth.
This is the creation of a
“soul”: the body and splrlt
umted :

Throughout life, your spirit
and grOng téo'

contmuéhvmg, even after -
your body dies. At death, your
tyefurns to God, who cre-

earnmg pla?tze ei-
d! se or hell, depend-

S
Gﬂd s desire is that you
make choices that prepare you
to live with Him eternally. Be-
¢ause'He loves you, God offers
guidelines to help you with
. everyday choices that affect

Viove bey

. ¢hoose mé to be yo
: rzAdam taﬁght hls ro)

allows yourspiritto . (like today,
’ chers ignored

place Where they walked and
talked with God. Now;, there
was separation between God
and His children ... not God’s
doing, but the result of human
choices.

Adam and Eve could still
hear God’s voice, but were no
longer in His presence: God
gave two new commandmants
to Adam: Love one. T

Later, we have Noah’s story:
“a rlghteous,man blameless ,

follow God’s teachmgs of love
and worshlp, But Noah found
himself in the midst of a bro-
ken and sinful worl :gbecause
others chose to not follow
God’s instructions.

Still later, Moses was called

into God’s presence, and led to

FROM THE PULPIT

sen ted the 10 Commandments.
This list serves as a “start-
ing place” for anyone wanting
to move toward God. Itisa
“minimum expectatwn" start-
mg place. It is as if God is say-

ing tous: “If you can’t keep my

splrltual law of love, at least
recognize thatI Am, and get
along together: don’t steal, kﬂl
lie...

Following the Law of Moses

is one step to-improve relation-
ships with God and others. But

God says: grow beyorid that
“minimum.” Centuries after
Moses, God took the next step
inour “edueatmn” He came

mantiel: God with' us. Jesus
life showed us it is possible for
humans to follow God’s com-
mandments.

Jesusglived a fully human
life, growing through chﬁd-
hood and teen years, and be-
gan public ministry around

age 30, after his baptism in

water and spirit. Jesus “ful-
filled” the Law - following,
demonstrating and teaching
it. Not only did Jesus model
“right living” and “choosing
not to sin, even when tempt-

~ ed,” but he intentionally in-
vited each of us to move be-
yond that Mosaic law into
God’s law of love.

When Jesus was asked to -
name the greatest command-
ment, he responded clearly:
“Love the Lord your God with

" all your heart and with all

your soul and with all your
mind. This is the first and
greatest commandment. And
the second is like it: Love
your neighbor as yourself.”
This is Jesus’ message to
you today: Godloves you un-
conditionally, and wants you to
find him and show love for
everyone. It may be hard, but

. find ways to grow in love. You

may hot like what people do or
approve.of their habits, atti-
tudes; lifestyle. But we are
each brothers and sisters in
God’s family. Our heavenly
parent asks us to choose to
love, in spite of our differences
and difficulties.

May we each recommit to
God’s love-based path, and be
blessed by the peace and hope
that comes through a growing

- relationship with the living Je-

sus!
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